By Jerry DeRoche
IRON RIVER—AS our coun-
try finds different ways to

' pay tribute its veterans, honor
flights have become a popular .

means to do so.

Around the country, orga-
nizations are supporting - the
flights, which are designed
to provide veterans of World
War II, the Korean War and
now more commonly the Viet-
nam War with a no-cost trip to
Washington, D.C., to see the
memorials that have been built

" in their honor.

The Honor Flight Net-
work, based out of Ohio, took
its first flight in May 2005, one
year after the National World

War Il Memorial was camplet-

ed. And as time went on, other

ofganizations picked up on

the idea and added their own
unique touches to the experi-
ence.

One such organization is
the Never Forgotten Honor
Flight, an affiliate of the Hon-
or Flight Network that formed
in 2009 and is based out of
Wausau, Wis. Never Forgot-
ten Honor Flight mekes four
flights per year in April, May,
September and October and
serves 12 counties in northern
Wisconsin and Iron County in
the Upper Peninsula.

What Never Forgotten
Honor Flight offers, in addi-
tion to the flight, is a two-night
stay in Wausau, a banquet,
a USO-type show and even

" a mail call during the flights

themselves, all at no cost
the veferan. Six veterans fi

the area,’ sponsored by tﬁé

Sons.of the American Légion

¢ = of Reino Post 21'in Iron River,

\_since last September.

have participated on the flights

The

“most recent was World War II
“teran Joseph Provost.

“Wewvery important to the:
ws,” said Jim Wicklund,

nrght for the vetera

World War H veteran Josepll Provost nd his son Ray% went

of Reino Post-21 commander.
“A lot of veterans would never
have the opportunity on their
own to get there and see the
memorials that were put up
in dedication to them. And
it’s a pet_ project that we’ve

“kind ef-adopted at the Sons of  past.”..

the American Legion. This is
what we wanted to do. All the
money that we raise, we want
to send the veterans there.”
The . partnership between
Never Forgotten Honor Flight
and Post 21 began when Wick-
lutid was looking for an alter-
native to the Honor Flight out
of Escanaba, simply because

the Wausau flight offered the

,gonen Honor Flight, and the

" two struck up a conversation.

“What’s so unique about
this situation and why we send
our veterans there is that there
is a man in Wausau who is a

vetcran ‘“hmelf, :who owns

” »W'mkl/l}nd saJd “It’'sa

get two: mghts atamotel.”

- Wicklund said the veterans
amve on a Sunday, attend a

. banquet in their honor on Sun-

night along with.the USO

, fre of "

Never Forgatten Honor Flights
offer unique expertence

w‘*/

when the veterans landed in
Washington, D.C., they were
met with quite a greeting
“The reception was phe-
nomenal, people were grvmg
our vets a standing ovatron

Provost said the group
boarded three buses that were
waiting and then rode to the
memorials with an escort from

_the federal forest park rangers.

“All day long we never had
to stop at stop, signs,” Provost

- said: “They escorted us with
- their lights and sirens on,”

The group first arrived at
.4 ¢ Cantinued-on page 5
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the World War 1l Memorial,
where the vets were greeted
by more people thanking them
for their service, Provost said.

The group also visited the

Vietnam Wall, the Korean War

Memorial, the Air Force Me-.

morial, the Lincoln Memorial,
the White House and Arling-
ton National Cemetery, where
they witnessed the Changing
of the Guard at the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier.

~ Afterward, the group rode
back to Reagan National Air-
port to return to Wisconsin.

“When we got off the
plane, we were greeted by at
least 300 people clapping their
hands and cheering our vets,”
Provost said.

Never Forgotten Honor
Flight gives first priority to
World War II veterans, then
to those from the Korean War
and then to Vietnam vets. Ifa
veteran is certified terminally

ill by a doctor but is still able
to travel, that veteran moves
up the priority list regardless
of when they served.
Wicklund said five of the
six from Iron County who’ve
flown are World War II vets.

* The other served in the Korean

War.

“We wanted the older guys
to go first,” Wicklund said.
“Now, we have a bunch of
Vietnam vets in their upper
60s who are interested.”

The Never Forgotten Hon-
or Flights are supported by

private and commercial do-

nors, according to its website,
neverforgottenhonorﬁight.org.'
Veterans and civic organiza-
tions, schools, churches, foun-
dations and other individuals
have also supported the cause.

The Reino Post 21 has
donated $3,000 to the flights.
It raises funds on a regular
basis through its breakfast
on the first Sunday of every

£
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month.AlsﬁTost 21 has held
raffies, including the most re-
cent when the post raffled off
a guitar signed by country star
Miranda Lambert. The post
will offeg a guitar signed by
country star Tim McGraw in

jtsnextraffle. = %
- _All profits from the:break-

fasts and the raffles are donat-
ed to the honor flights, Wick-
lund said. -

The veterans fly
while the guardians must pay
their own way. Wicklund said
the next local veterans that
are scheduled to go are James
Spicer and Keith Erickson,
who will take the Oct. 22
flight.

Reino Post attempts 10
make the experience a person-
al one from home, too,

“They have a mail call on

the flight, just like (the vets)
had in the service,” Wicklund
said. “We aliays send a card
from the Sons so they always
have a piece of mail at mail
call when they’re coming
back.”
L Never, otten . Honor
Flight has wansported 1,909
Gbferans as of Sept. 28, its
website said. And local veter-
ans have enjoyed being part of
the effort and experience.

“It’s going - very well,”
Wicklund said. “They do an
‘A’ No. 1 job with it, Every
veteran that comes back says
it’s something they will never
forget. They come back and
they’re almost in tears when

they M ey A
father agreed. ;
«What a tripof a lifetime,”

Raymond Provost said.

for free,

-



