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1 L. Brieden,

89, of Merrill,

ed away Mon-

December 20,

, at Aspirus

ahawk Hospital.

mn was born August 14,

', in Highland Park, Ili-

son of the late John Frank
Anna  (Danaubauer)

jen. John served in the

ed States Air Force. He en-

Karl on
| 27, 1957, at St. James
ch in Highwood, Illinois.

h IBEW Local 150 in Ili-
18 so good that the contrac-
sprentices wanted to work
1s known at ‘The Legend.’

he Lincoln County Sports
pheasant hunting with his
an; he taught his daughter,
>w to work with the bird
nd responsibility. He also
tics. He was a great dad to
said “I love you daddy,”
&

n who had a terrific sense
'one, especially his grand-
, Jon. John loved to share
at
Chy
. Francis Xavier Ca
¢d to Merrill more than 40

was important in life.

years, Barbara Brieden of]
n) Sinnett of Mukwonago
bree grandchildren, Chad
ters Maysie and Laynie,
on Ian, and Clay Sinnett
ters Holley, Riley, Lucy,
{eath by his parents, John
Barbie Brieden.

s held at a later date. Tay-
»n Services, Merrill, is as-

¢ at www.taylorstinefune

.

\.

Robert “Bob”
Koth, 97, died
peacefully at home
in Merrill, Wiscon-
sin, on December
21, 2021. He was born in a
farmhouse outside of Toma-
hawk, Wisconsin, on August
26, 1924, the sixth boy in a
family of eleven children. He
was confirmed on June 9,
1940, at St. Paul’s Lutheran

hawk High School in 1942. On
the 4th of July, 1943 he left
home upon being drafted into the U.S. Army, joining six of]
his brothers, five already serving overseas, during World War
II. All seven Koth brothers returned safely to Tomahawk at
the conclusion of the war. A plaque recognizing their service
to our country is on display at Tomahawk’s Veterans Memor-
ial Park. Bob was honorably discharged in March, 1946 as a
Sergeant 1st Class with the Army Engineers. His tour of duty
had taken him to New Guinea and the Philippines. On nu-
merous occasions he encountered and saluted General
Douglas MacArthur, a man he greatly admired, while per-
forming his duties in Manila. Bob earned the Bronze Star
and various campaign and service ribbons.

Shortly after returning from the war, Bob began working at
Weinbrenner Shoe Company in Merrill, WI. He was soon
promoted to Production Manager. In the spring of 1948,
Evelyn Kanitz, a new Weinbrenner employee, was assigned
to his department. Bob and Ev were engaged on Christmas
Eve, 1949, and married on June 10, 1950. Together they
raised four children, Steve, Ed, Tom, and Norma Jean.

Bob was later employed at Pied Piper Shoe Company in

]
- o

ey <

anQqy ompany, as an acCo 1N DO N€ ©

r with the U.S. Postal Service, starting as a part-time clerk
and subsequently serving as Superintendent of Postal Opera-
tions, Acting Postmaster, and ultimately, Finance Director at
the Wausau Post Office.

Being a very active member of his church and community,
Bob was honored to receive the City of Merrill Award for
Community Service in 1973. He was proud to have been the
American Red Cross Chapter Chairman for 20 years during
which time he assisted many local servicemen and women in
crisis, frequently taking middle-of-the-night phone calls
from overseas military bases. In 1995 he received the Ameri-
can Red Cross Special Citation for Exceptional Volunteer
Service, the first such citation issued by the Lincoln County
Chapter. From its inception through 18 years, Bob was the
chief instructor in the local Wisconsin Hunter Safety Pro-
gram, teaching firearms safety to over 800 young hunters in
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L. ‘Bill’ ’
e 86, of
for-
Gleason
oomville,
y Friday, December
at Meadow View
ices, Sheboygan.
born May 7, 1935,
late Bernice Lee. He
lene Henrich on
1955, in Michigan.
ed him in death on
. Bill served his
the United States
enlisted in 1952 and
of his biggest ac-
was floating the
Bay, Wisconsin to

Midwest Breeders.
trucks for a while.
’s Village Tap’
978, they moved to
Vid-Craft for many

with various local
for his outgoing per-
and was always a
history buff with
ey, and Harrison.

54 years, Arlene
(Henry ‘Heiney’)
Dexter.

PM., Wednesday,
Lutheran Church,
. Burial will take
h Cemetery, Town

ucted by V.F.W.

qark ity Lredit Union, the Wisconsin Association of Fairs, |
and the Lincoln County 4-H Leaders Association, He also
served on the Lincoln County Board of Supervisors and the
St. Stephen’s Church Council.
While Bob and Ev enjoyed traveling across the United
States, they always returned in time for Bob to maintain his
expansive flower and vegetable garden. Bob was a true lover
gf natureﬁand would hike miles in the forest. He enjoyed
unting, fishing, making maple syrup and time spent at the
family cabin around the campfire.
Bob is survived by his wife, Evelyn, of 71 years and their
four children, Steve (Carol) of Green Bay, Ed (Micki),
Wausau, Tom (Megan O’Day), Merrill, and Norma Jean
(Pat) Nelson, Menasha, eight grandchildren, thirteen great-
grandchildren, three great-great grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. He is further survived by one brother
and sister-in-law, Floyd and Elaine of Wk, sis-
Gleason, Wisconsin and brother-in-law obert Wogs .
Tomahawk. Bob was preceded in death by his parents,
Walter and Mary “Mayme” (Crass) Koth, eight brothers:
Walter Jr., Harold, Ellsworth, Herman, George, Oscar,
Herbert, Donald, and three sisters: Delores Wogsland,
Dorothy and Mabel (both having died shortly after birth).
The Taylor &Stine Funeral Home is assisting with arrange-
:il;ents. A private family service will be planned at a future
te.
The family wishes to thank Kindhearted Home Care and the
home hospice providers from Interim Health Care for their
outstanding compassion and care. Memorials in recognition
of Bob Koth may be sent to: Never Forgotten Honor Fligh.
tat 225780 Rib Mountain Drive #234, Wausau, Wisconsin
54401. In its first year in north central Wisconsin, Never,
Forgotten Honor Flight provided Bob with a trip to the
Washington D.C. World War I War Memorial, which Bob
found deeply touching.

“Do not grieve and cry ‘he is no more.’
Rather, celebrate and live in thankfulness to our Lord that he

See OBITUARIES page 6

e your family deserves the best and our professional funeral
ctors and staff will go the extra mile to provide it for you. ¢

Paul Waid - Licensed Funeral Director / Owner

na Winningham ~ Licensed Funeral Director / Funeral Home Mana
Samantha Finucan - Funeral Director Apprentice

egan Klug - Office Manager

ind r Care Coordinat

was.
- Hebrew Proverb
- E — e
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