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THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COUNTRY  
AND PROTECTING OUR FREEDOMS!
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Freedom Is Not Free
by Kelly Strong 

 I watched the flag pass by one day. 
It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 
and then he stood at ease. 
I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 
He’d stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 
Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers’ tears? 

How many pilots’ planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? 
No, freedom isn’t free. 

 
I heard the sounds of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 
I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 
I wondered just how many times 
That TAPS had meant “Amen,” 
When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 
I thought of all the children 

Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 
I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn’t free.



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Aschenbrenner 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Sayner

Michael Bartelt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Vernon Beaudoin 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point

James Behn 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Dennis Berndt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Lowell Borchardt 
Navy Vietnam Era, Edgar

Dennis Brittenham 
Army, Vietnam Era, Antigo

Picture  
Unavailable

Dennis Buedding 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Builer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Robert Calverley 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Alan Christensen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Ringle

Ronald Clesen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phelps

Kenneth Cover 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Plover

Michael Dahlke 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Arthur Derks 
Army, Vietnam Era, Spencer
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Roger DeWitt 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

Larry Dye 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Roger Ellison 
Army, Vietnam Era, Loyal

John Emerson 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

John Fehlman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

Darrell Firkus Sr 
Army, Vietnam Era, Plover

Richard Fosterling 
Army, Vietnam Era, Deerbrook

David Gleason 
Army, Vietnam Era, Schofield
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James Gorichs 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Medford



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Goslin 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

Gary Gyrion 
Marines, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Herbert Hager 
Navy, Korea, WI Rapids

Herbert Hamre 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Port Edwards

Gerald Hargraves 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marathon

Thomas Heiser 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Paul Hemmer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

John Herek 
Army, Vietnam Era, Plover



A Salute to Local Veterans

Henry Hermann 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Robert Hoeft 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Thomas Hollar 
Army, Vietnam Era, Milladore

John Huber 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

James Intrepidi 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

Gary Ives 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Hurley

Daniel Jaslowski 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Medford

Stephen Kage 
Army, Vietnam Era, Oklahoma City, OK



John Lyon 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

A Salute to Local Veterans

Frederick Littlefield 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cumberland

James Loos 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Clinton Kasper 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Bethany Kebl 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Maintowish Waters

Randy Knudsen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Gerald Kall 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

John Kundinger 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Park Falls
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A Salute to Local Veterans

Robert Mattson 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Ironwood, MI

William Metcalf 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Michael Moore 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point

Donald Mugridge 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point

James Myszka 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Joseph Nikolai 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Lucille Nowak 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eagle River

Dennis Nuernberger 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Medford



A Salute to Local Veterans

Michael Oleson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Richard Olsen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wittenberg

Alan Olds 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

Victor Olson 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Arbor Vitae
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John Pacocha 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Amherst Junction

James Pekol 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Arthur Petke Jr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Withee

John Polzin 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Medford



A Salute to Local Veterans

David Posey 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Daniel Priebe 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Medford

Wayne Pugh 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Dennis Rasmussen 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

William Reigel 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Stephen Rudell 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Richard Running 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk
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Ronald Sandquist 
Army, Vietnam Era, Prentice



A Salute to Local Veterans

Paul Scheffel 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Land O’Lakes

Alan Scheunemann 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

David Scheunemann 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

John Schilling 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Robert Schmidt 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

James Schweiger 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cumberland

Duaine Schwieso 
Air Force, Korea, Chili

Gene Sickels 
Air Force, Korea, Tomahawk



A Salute to Local Veterans

Franklin Simon 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Laurel, MT

Harold Snortheim 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eau Claire

Norman Snortheim 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Robert Snortheim 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Don Soward 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk
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John Stieber 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Ronald Sykora 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Russell Tischendorf 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford



A Salute to Local Veterans

Kurt Viertel 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point

Theodore Wadzinski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Raymond Wehe 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stetsonville

Norman Weiland 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Ogema

Michael Welke 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tripoli

Anton Wiesman Jr 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Steven Winchell 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

Alan Wolcott 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids



A Salute to Local Veterans

Gene Woller 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Norman Zeman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Prentice

“Bravery is being  
the only one who knows you’re afraid”
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“Heroism doesn’t always happen in a burst of glory. 
Sometimes small triumphs and large hearts change 

the course of history.”  - Mary Roach


