
 SALUTE TO VETERANS

THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COUNTRY  
AND PROTECTING OUR FREEDOMS!

May 20, 2024
MISSION 48



A Salute to Local Veterans

Terry Baldowsky 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Ronald Becker 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rib Lake

Donald Bellinger Jr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Louis Bieringer 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Philip Black 
Army, Vietnam Era, Sheboygan Falls

Keith Boardman 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Kenneth Brod 
Army, Korea, Mosinee

John Adams 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill



A Salute to Local Veterans

Gary Brost 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

Stephen Budzinski 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Medford

Earl Chwala 
Army, Vietnam Era, Gilman

Richard Czaja 
Army, Vietnam Era, Pittsville

Jerry Bukowski 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

William Connelly 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Augusta

Dean Clark 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Frank Dusick 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Stanley



A Salute to Local Veterans

Glenn Emmerich 
Army, Vietnam Era, Dewitt, MI

Roger Emmerich 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

William Franz Jr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Colby

Hiram Ellis 
Army, Vietnam Era, Odanah

Larry Emmerich 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

James Gano 
Army, Vietnam Era, Irma

Jay Gascoigne 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Dennis Erickson 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Deer Park



A Salute to Local Veterans

Donald Genrich 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Hatley

Richard Gorman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Winchester

Eugene Gulan 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Randall Gengler 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

Stephen Goodell 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Wheeler

Gregory Groholski 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Edward Gustafson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Boyd

Robert Guy 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill



A Salute to Local Veterans

David Hebert 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Richard Hass 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Patricia Higgins 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Weston

Timothy Hickman 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Philip Hill 
Army, Vietnam Era, Irma

Roger Honeyager 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Jeffrey Hanig 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

No Picture 
Available

Warren Jacobitz 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Spencer



A Salute to Local Veterans

Richard Kotschi 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Gary Kaiser 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Thomas Knoeck 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

William Kolpien 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Eau Claire

Daniel Kroll 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

LeRoy Lallemont 
Army, Vietnam Era, Catawba

Michael Lazar 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hawkins

William LaPointe 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield



Larry Miller 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Port Edwards

Harlan Miller 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Ashland

No Picture 
Available

A Salute to Local Veterans

Felix Lucero 
Coast Guard, Vietnam Era, Wausau

David McCarren 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

James Meyer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Leonard Licht 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cadott

Robert Malloy 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Howard Marx 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rib Lake



A Salute to Local Veterans

Thomas Moravec 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Harshaw

Dennis Myszka 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Clifford Nest 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rothschild

Randall Nest 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Thomas Nest Jr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Colfax

Daniel Nest 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Kenneth Ney 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Kenneth Oldham 
Army, Vietnam Era, Neillsville



A Salute to Local Veterans

Gary Olson 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Mark Onesti 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wittenberg

Alvin Pask 
Army, Vietnam Era, Amherst

Michael Patoka 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Amherst

Gary Payne 
Army, Vietnam Era, Gleason

John Pempek 
Navy, WWII, Hawkins

Edward Pelot 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Thomas Pederson 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk



A Salute to Local Veterans

Thomas Pfeffer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Boyd

John Poppy 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Dennis Pritzl 
Army, Vietnam Era, Kronenwetter

Robert Quade 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Daniel Reuland 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Arbor Vitae

Marvin Reuter 
Army, Vietnam Era, Athens

Edward Richards Jr 
Army, Vietnam Era, Acworth, GA

Phillip Rohan 
Army, Vietnam Era, Sun City, AZ



A Salute to Local Veterans

Terry Rohland 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hewitt

Victor Ruiz 
Army, Korea, Hancock

Ronald Runnheim 
Army, Vietnam Era, Kennan

Sandra Schueppel 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Charles Schultz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Ralph Shewmake 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eagle River

Roger Shandley 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Charles Skibba 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wild Rose



A Salute to Local Veterans

Michael Skibba 
Army, Vietnam Era, Custer

John Sorsenson 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

David Sova 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Medford

Michael Spagnolo 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Prentice

Donald Stevens 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Glen Flora

Danial Symmank 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Diane Swiggum 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Thomas Tobias 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hawkins



A Salute to Local Veterans

Gerald Weber 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

James Weiss 
Army, Vietnam Era, Conover

William Wengeler 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

James Willbanks Jr 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Michael Willis 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Arkdale

Lyonel Wisnewski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Ronald Young 
Army, Vietnam Era, Nekoosa

Ralph Zimmerman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill



Freedom Is Not Free
by Kelly Strong 

 I watched the flag pass by one day. 
It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 
and then he stood at ease. 
I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 
He’d stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 
Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers’ tears? 

How many pilots’ planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? 
No, freedom isn’t free. 

 
I heard the sounds of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 
I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 
I wondered just how many times 
That TAPS had meant “Amen,” 
When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 
I thought of all the children 

Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 
I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn’t free.
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“Heroism doesn’t always happen in a burst of glory. 
Sometimes small triumphs and large hearts change 

the course of history.”  - Mary Roach


