
 SALUTE TO VETERANS

THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COUNTRY  
AND PROTECTING OUR FREEDOMS!

September 23, 2024
MISSION 49



A Salute to Local Veterans

Clifford Altmann 
Army, Vietnam Era, Junction City

Richard Bartosh 
Marines, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Bruce Bensen 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Donald Bird 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Gleason

Karl Blank 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Donald Borgen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hewitt

Allen Bornowski 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Charles Altman 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

Robert Bowen 
Coast Guard, Korea, St. Point

James Busko 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Glenn Clark 
Army, Vietnam Era, Brooklyn

William Clark 
Army, Vietnam Era, Arbor Vitae

Mark Clark 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Jerald Clark 
Army, Vietnam Era, Butternut

John Divjak 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Mitchell Fisher 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, St. Point



A Salute to Local Veterans

Carl Floerke 
Army, Vietnam Era, Woodruff

John Fryza 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Kenneth Gardner 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Eagle River

Frederick Grochmal 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Vincent Franzen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Park Falls

Donald Hakes 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stanley

Daniel Gruetzmacher 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Edward Hemeleski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Iron River, MI



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Henke 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Ronald Herbst 
Army, Vietnam Era, Park Falls

Charles Hepp 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Edward Hill 
Army, Korea, Presque Isle

Terry Holub 
Army, Vietnam Era, Neillsville

Gerald Hull 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Brian Housley 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Rothschild

Gayle Jaeger 
Army, Vietnam Era, Custer



A Salute to Local Veterans

David Jaster 
Army, Vietnam Era, Arbor Vitae

Kenneth Jascor 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Medford

Donald Johnson 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Phelps

Charles Jones 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Clifford Kamin 
Marines, Vietnam Era, St. Point

David Kickhaver 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mattoon

Arthur Klabon 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Colby

Roger Klein 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eagle River



A Salute to Local Veterans

Larry Kreklau 
Army, Vietnam Era, Schofield

Russell Krueger 
Army, Vietnam Era, Vesper

Charles Kurszewski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wittenberg

James Langlois 
Maries, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Peter Kurth 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Nekoosa

James Leppi 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Calvin Lanser 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

Daniel Lewis 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Marshfield



James Maier 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Birnamwood

John Meyer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Ogema

Charles Mikalauski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

Michael Morrisey 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Hewitt

John Madsen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Milladore

Scott MacMillan 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

A Salute to Local Veterans

Thomas Liska 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Roger Liebzeit 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Greenwood

Picture 
Not Available



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Nowak Sr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Earl Oberle 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Gilman

Marshall O’Leary 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Tony

Alfred Olson 
Army, Korea, Eau Claire

Ronald Paquin 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

David Patrykus 
Navy, Korea, WI Rapids

Howard Pelot 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Lee Petersen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eagle River



A Salute to Local Veterans

Anthony Povilaitis 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Ringle

Maurice Plenty 
Army, Korea, Minocqua

Steven Peterson 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Raymond Przekurat 
Army, Korea, Amherst

Dennis Reichert 
Army, Vietnam Era, Ogema
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John Rhyner 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rothschild

Robert Robbins 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Joseph Roiger 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford



A Salute to Local Veterans

Jeffrey Schaefer 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Kenneth Schiefelbein 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Omro

Dennis Schmidt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Stephen Schmitz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hazelhurst

Wayne Seeger 
Army, Vietnam Era, Sayner

Elmer Seehafer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

DeWayne Sloviak 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cadott

Roger Slominski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

Louie Sperberg 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Schofield

LeRoy Stark 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Daniel Sullivan 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Theodore Trzebiatowski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Amherst

Louis Vokurka 
Army, Korea, Phillips

Gary Wegner 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Lyle Weise 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

David Welzien 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Tigerton



A Salute to Local Veterans

Brian White 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Jeffrey Winkler 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

David Wirtz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Presque Isle

Harold Wrensch 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Duane Wroblewski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Ringle

Roger Wundrow 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stanley



Freedom Is Not Free
by Kelly Strong 

 I watched the flag pass by one day. 
It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 
and then he stood at ease. 
I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 
He’d stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 
Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers’ tears? 

How many pilots’ planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? 
No, freedom isn’t free. 

 
I heard the sounds of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 
I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 
I wondered just how many times 
That TAPS had meant “Amen,” 
When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 
I thought of all the children 

Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 
I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn’t free.



“We must never forget why we have, and why we need our  
military. Our armed forces exist solely to ensure our nation is safe, 

so that each and every one of us can sleep soundly at night,  
knowing we have ‘guardians at the gate.”  - Allen West
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“Heroism doesn’t always happen in a burst of glory. 
Sometimes small triumphs and large hearts change 

the course of history.”  - Mary Roach


