
 SALUTE TO VETERANS

THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COUNTRY  
AND PROTECTING OUR FREEDOMS!

April 14, 2025
MISSION 51



A Salute to Local Veterans

Larry Barrus 
Army, Vietnam Era, Nekoosa

Charles Batchelder 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Sebring, FL

David Baxter Sr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Neillsville

Donald Beilke 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Antigo

Lawerence Breitenstein 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Daniel Broder 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Martin Brooks 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

James Bankes Sr. 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Edgar
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A Salute to Local Veterans

James Brunner 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

John Brunner 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Craig Carpenter 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Dale Christophersen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Lee Charron 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Edward Clussman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point

Randall Cashmer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Frederick Camacho 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids



A Salute to Local Veterans

Michael Duginske 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Weston

Harry Fogerty 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

William Frenette 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Greenwood

Leif Gardner 
Army, Vietnam Era, Conover

LeRoy Fischer 
Arny, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Lawrence Gedemer 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Tripoli

Peter Gajevic 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rosholt

Kevin Cooning 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

Clark Guenther 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Gary Halvensleben 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Kronenwetter

Floyd Hallberg 
Navy, Korea, Wausau

William Hanson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Mathew Harn 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Nekoosa

James Havlovick 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Plover

Douglas Gray 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Bruce Goodnough 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phillips



A Salute to Local Veterans

Kenneth Hopfensperger 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Larry Hoffman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Athens

James Jackson 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Larry Jaeger 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Terry Klegin 
Army, Vietnam Era, Kronenwetter

George Knoedler 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Allen Henricks 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Marathon

Joseph Havlovick Jr. 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Rockford, IL



A Salute to Local Veterans

Edwin Kotlewski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phillips

Burton Kreiling 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Cedar Grove

Kevin Kreiling 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Phillips

John Lawler 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Weston

James Laufenberg 
Army, Vietnam Era, Vesper

James Lemanczyk 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rosholt

Kenneth Kolstad 
Army, Vietnam Era, Arpin

Ronald Kohls 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cornell



John Menne Sr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Allen Michalski 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Merrill

William McVeigh 
Navy, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Ronald Matowitz 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

A Salute to Local Veterans

Edward Martin 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

David Markus 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Fredrick Loeffler 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Birnamwood
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Bernard Litza 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hatley



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Moede 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Thomas Mrozinski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

William Mueller 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Ronald Nelson 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Hatley

Dieter Nickel 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Victor Milewczyk 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Kenneth Pankratz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Walter Osswald 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

Thomas Peterson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eagan, MN

Lawrence Peterson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Medford

Howard Peck 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Vincent Pogodzinski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Holcombe

Daniel Poland 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Iron River

Lyle Pospyhalla 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Donald Rasmussen 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Donald Radloff 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mercer



A Salute to Local Veterans

Linus Risch 
Army, Vietnam Era, Athens

Rodney Roeder 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Ronald Ryczek 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Gary Schiefelbein 
Marines, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Walter Rydzewski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Deerbrook

Norbert Singer 
Army, Vietnam Era, Custer

Rhynold Shave 
Army, Vietnam Era, Custer

Lawrence Slagoski 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Weston



A Salute to Local Veterans

James Smith 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Gary Sonnenberg 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Gary Spranger 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

John Stelter 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Jim Falls

James Ter Maat 
Navy, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Richard Tress 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Jerel Tiedemann 
Army, Vietnam Era, Kronenwetter

Donald Trzinski 
Marines, Vietnam Era, St. Point



A Salute to Local Veterans

Robert Veers 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Jeffrey Volkman 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Don Webber 
Coast Guard, Vietnam Era, Weston

John Weber 
Army, Vietnam Era, Hancock

William Wegner 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Butternut
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William White 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Woodruff

James Wengelski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

David Wiskow 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Pocatelllo, ID



A Salute to Local Veterans

Wayne Wrigley Sr. 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Tom Wyles IV 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Irma

Marci Zemke 
Ai Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Dan Zernia 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Eagle River
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Freedom Is Not Free
by Kelly Strong 

 I watched the flag pass by one day. 
It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 
and then he stood at ease. 
I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 
He’d stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 
Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers’ tears? 

How many pilots’ planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? 
No, freedom isn’t free. 

 
I heard the sounds of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 
I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 
I wondered just how many times 
That TAPS had meant “Amen,” 
When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 
I thought of all the children 

Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 
I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn’t free.
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“Heroism doesn’t always happen in a burst of glory. 
Sometimes small triumphs and large hearts change 

the course of history.”  - Mary Roach


