
 SALUTE TO VETERANS

THANK YOU FOR SERVING OUR COUNTRY  
AND PROTECTING OUR FREEDOMS!

September 22, 2025
MISSION 53



A Salute to Local Veterans

Leland Amundson 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Ronald Anderson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cumberland

Allan Balz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Dick Baumgart 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

James Beathard 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Harry Borgman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Kerry Adler 
Army, Vietnam Era, Holcombe

Wilbur Breseman 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point



A Salute to Local Veterans

Edward Brodsky 
Army, Vietnam Era, Presque Isle

Gerald Burgette 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Boulder Junction

James Callahan 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

William Buttke 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Marathon

Joseph Chosa 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Woodruff

Dale Burnett 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Rothschild

John Buch 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

DeWayne Christensen 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids
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A Salute to Local Veterans

David Clairmore 
Army, Vietnam Era, Arbor Vitae

Ronald Domres Sr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Robert Dow 
Army, Vietnam Era, Eagle River

Clarence Felch 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Dale Clark 
Arny, Vietnam Era, Tigerton

Richard Forst 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Frank Dusek 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phillips

Robert Foster 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phillips



A Salute to Local Veterans

Frank Gassner 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Marathon

David Glisch 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

John Gethers Sr. 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Nekoosa

Don Goltz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rothschild

Gerald Gonnering 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Dorchester

Floyd Franz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Antigo

Robin Gray 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Lester Gregory Jr. 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander



A Salute to Local Veterans

Jacob Gundlach 
Army, Vietnam Era, Holcombe

Larry Haas 
Army, Vietnam Era, Thorp

Steven Hahn 
Army, Vietnam Era, Weston

Ronald Halvensleben 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Phillips

Billy Hancock 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Richard Hebert 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Gerald Hebert 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cornell

Donald Hejda 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phillips



A Salute to Local Veterans

Elton Hilt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Conover

James Hines 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Kenneth Horn 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Willard

Raymond Hmielak 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Fort Collins, CO

Donald Hostvedt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

Donald Johnson 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stevens Point

Dennis Hubbard 
Army, Vietnam Era, Chippewa Falls

Marvin Karpinski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Phillips



Norman Leavitt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Bancroft

Bernard Knoeck 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Kenneth Knoeck 
Army, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Robert Knauf 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marathon

David Klassy 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Auburndale

A Salute to Local Veterans

William Kemp 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Ogema

Louis Krueger 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

David Krueger 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander



A Salute to Local Veterans

Maynard Lepak 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rosholt

Leonard Lipinski 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Thorp

Marvin Lloyd 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cameron

Robert Lotz 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Wausau

William McKenzie 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

John McAuley 
Army, Vietnam Era, Kronenwetter

Bruce Mitchell 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Birnamwood

James Monti 
Army, Korea, Merrill



A Salute to Local Veterans

William Morrill 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

Laraine Morris 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Robert Nowak 
Army, Vietnam Era, Stratford

Gerald Nelson 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Edgar

Donald Odermann 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mercer

Richard Ormond 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield

Timothy Panfil 
Army, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Robert Preston 
Army, Vietnam Era, Gilman



A Salute to Local Veterans

Jerrold Reich 
Army, Vietnam Era, Pittsville

Thomas Reinke 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Rhinelander

James Reno 
Army, Vietnam Era, Spencer

Michael Repinski 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Tomahawk

Russell Rindsig 
Army, Vietnam Era, Sarona

Donald Rufledt 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Verlyn Schalow 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Greenwood

John Schmidt 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau



A Salute to Local Veterans

Laverne Schuetz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Nekoosa

James Sislo 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Steven Skolaski 
Air Force, Vietnam Era, Manitowish Waters

Richard Speltz 
Army, Vietnam Era, Cameron

Theodore Springer 
Army, Vietnam Era, WI Rapids

Leroy Steffen 
Army, Vietnam Era, Ogema

Robert Stepan 
Army, Vietnam Era, Mosinee

James Strack 
Marines, Vietnam Era, Marshfield



A Salute to Local Veterans

Raymond Strobach 
Army, Vietnam Era, Rib Lake

William Tatro 
Army, Vietnam Era, St. Point

Raymond Tegelman 
Navy, Vietnam Era, Minocqua

Daniel Welgos 
Army, Vietnam Era, Thorp

David Wendorf 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill

James Tolbert 
Arrmy, Vietnam Era, Plover

David Wochinski 
Army, Vietnam Era, Plover

Thomas Youngwith 
Army, Vietnam Era, Marshfield



A Salute to Local Veterans

Martin Zernicke 
Army, Vietnam Era, Wausau

Donald Zimmerman 
Army, Vietnam Era, Merrill



Freedom Is Not Free
by Kelly Strong 

 I watched the flag pass by one day. 
It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young Marine saluted it, 
and then he stood at ease. 
I looked at him in uniform 

So young, so tall, so proud, 
He’d stand out in any crowd. 

I thought how many men like him 
Had fallen through the years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers’ tears? 

How many pilots’ planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers’ graves? 
No, freedom isn’t free. 

 
I heard the sounds of TAPS one night, 

When everything was still 
I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 
I wondered just how many times 
That TAPS had meant “Amen,” 
When a flag had draped a coffin 

Of a brother or a friend. 
I thought of all the children 

Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 
I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 

No, freedom isn’t free.
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“Heroism doesn’t always happen in a burst of glory. 
Sometimes small triumphs and large hearts change 

the course of history.”  - Mary Roach


