
Dear friend of the Never Forgotten Honor Flight, 
 
One of the great privileges of being a part of the Never Forgotten Honor Flight is the amazing people I 
get to meet.  One such person is a Navy veteran who took the day off from her Washington DC job to 
ride along with a friend from her hometown of Solon Springs, WI, on his Trip of a Lifetime in June.  Her 
name is Kim Mitchell, and I’ve invited her to share her story.  Here’s what she wrote: 
 
In May 1972, as the North Vietnamese advanced into Quang Tri, a South Vietnamese Marine named Bao 
Tran and his company prepared to blow up the Mi Chang bridge south of the village. As the village 
evacuated, one last survivor stumbled across the bridge carrying a 
bundle. When they investigated, they found a baby wrapped in a towel 
and placed in a hat. The man said he had found me lying along the road, 
trying to nurse on my dead mother. He handed me over to Bao Tran, who 
took the company jeep and drove down to Danang, where he gave me to 
the nuns at the Sacred Heart Orphanage and named me Ngoc Bich, 
meaning “Precious Pearl.” A few months later, a U.S. Airman stationed at 
the airbase in Danang, named James Mitchell, brought supplies to the 
nuns, and they placed baby #899, known as Ngoc Bich, into his arms; he 
fell in love. In September 1972, I was adopted and brought to the United 
States to start my new life, and my name was changed to Kimberly 
Mitchell.  
 

After a few more years of active duty life, my dad retired from the Air Force, and my 
family moved to Solon Springs, WI, where I spent my childhood. Because I like order, 
structure, and routine, I wanted a career in the military and decided to apply to a 
Service Academy for my college degree. I met a retired admiral in Waukesha in the 
summer of 1988 at a leadership conference, and he gave my name and address to the 
Naval Academy. I decided to apply to the Naval Academy, and in 1990 I was 

appointed to the Naval Academy Prep School. After the Prep School, I was home in Solon Springs before 
entering the Academy, and my father was struck by lightning two weeks before I was to start there. The 
Navy recognized that I needed a year to assist my family at home, so it allowed me to take a year off and 
then readmitted me the following summer with the USNA 
Class of 1996. After graduation, I served for 17 years as a 
Surface Warfare Officer, and in 2012, I co-founded a non-profit 
organization dedicated to assisting veterans and their families 
in communities nationwide.  
 
For the last 14 years, I have held leadership positions in 
various nonprofit organizations and government agencies, all 
focused on veteran transition and reintegration. I continue to 
help organizations build long-term, sustained impact through programs, services, and resources that 
enable and empower our veterans and their families. 



To all the veterans in Northern Wisconsin who have participated in a 
Never Forgotten Honor Flight, thank you for your service, leadership, 
courage, valor, and sacrifice. To all the staff, team, and volunteers at 
Never Forgotten Honor Flight, thank you for all you do for our veterans 
from Northern Wisconsin and for providing this memorable experience as 
they travel to Washington, DC. 
 
Dr Kimberly Mitchell, Ed.D. 
 
 
 
Thanks for your support of our honored veterans.  Here’s a look at the 
scoreboard: 

Veterans flown Flying in Fall On Waitlist 
WWII Korea Vietnam Total WWII Korea Vietnam Total WWII Korea Vietnam Total 
1,049 1,273 3,067 5,389 1 8 184 193 0   0 180 180 

 
For the heroes, 
 
Ken Moberg 
President 


